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Do We Really Want Revival? 


Believing that the problems of our own lives, of our own indivi- 
dual churches, of our Southern Presbyterian Church and the great 
Church universal must be faced and solved in a spirit of prayer and 
complete reliance on God for His help and blessing, this Journal is 
sponsoring a day of prayer for this one purpose: that God may pour 
out His blessing on us and on the world by sending a genuine spirit 
of repentance on the one hand and of reconsecration to Him and His 
service on the other. 


Thursday, December 15th, has been set aside for this purpose, and 
all who can do so are urged to join in this day of intercession. 


As many as can do so are urged to come to the First Presbyterian 
Church at Weaverville; the meeting beginning at 10 A.M. If you will 
notify us of your plan to come a light lunch will be provided. 


You who cannot come to Weaverville are urged to join with us in 


prayer, either as individuals, or as groups, at the location most con- 
venient to you. 


Pres. 


“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” —II Chron. 7 :14. 
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EDITORIALS . 3 
Head-First — or — Heart-First 


The world says, “Show me a sign and I will 
believe.” 


Jesus says: “Blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” 


What shall be the method of man’s approach 
to God? Shall it be the philosophical approach, 
whereby man attempts to reason himself into 
a logical faith in God, or, shall it be the unrea- 
sonable one (by worldly standards) of a simple 
faith? 


At first glance these may not seem incom- 
patible, nor are they always that way, but our 
Lord made it clear that those who accept Him 
in faith are more to be commended than the 
doubting Thomases who must have objective 
proof on which to pin their faith. 


The Apostle Paul had the intellectual powers 
to preach Christ in glowing philosophical terms 
but he did not do so. To the Corinthians he 
wrote: “And my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God.” 


In further explanation of this position Paul 
amplified it by writing: “Let no man deceive 
himself. If any man among you seemeth to be 
wise in this world, let him become a fool, that 
he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God. For it is written, He 
taketh the wise in their own craftiness.” 


In no sense is this a plea for anti-intellectual- 
ism; nor is it a plea for obscurantism, for the 
intellectually endowed man or woman whose 
heart and mind is guided and filled by the Spirit 
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of the Living Christ can, because of this endow. 
ment, be among God’s greatest servants. 


At the same time, the demand to reason all 
truth into an intellectually agreeable pattern can 
prove the undoing of the one who demands this 
approach to God. Reason has its place but it 
is not the avenue which God most abundantly 
blesses. 


Man may come to a speculative knowledge 
of God through the evidences on every hand 
of God’s handiwork. But, he only comes to a 
true knowledge of God through a divine revela- 
tion - a body of truth beyond the speculative 
powers of man to discover. 


In his first letter to the Corinthian Christians 
Paul makes this very plain when he writes: 
“For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe.” 


The natural man wants to reason himself 
into a logical attitude towards God, but the 
Bible says nothing about such a philosophy; it 
calls men to believe and with faith there comes 
an assurance in one’s heart that that faith (by 
God’s standards) , is perfectly rational and rea 
sonable. 


We know men with godly backgrounds; men 
who from the time they were little children 
have known of God, His Word and His way 
of salvation. But, they now say they accept 
certain Christian truths, “because they are true, 
not because the Bible says so,” and in that 
statement they are saying that they have rea 
soned themselves - or accepted the reasoning 
of others - so that their faith now rests in /iuman 
reason rather than in divine revelation. 


By a strange coincidence the writers eyé 
fell on a concordance lying on our desk. It 
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is opened at the letter “H” and at the top of 
the first page are two words (indicating the 
first and last words in parallel columns). On 
the first page are the words: “Handle” 
“Head.” Across on the opposite are two more 
words: “Heal” and “Heart.” 


l‘o not some of our troubles come because 
we fiave never learned to “handle” our heads, 
anc. is not our first great need: “Healed 
He: its’? 


Ih iellectual pride is one of man’s most dan- 
gerous maladies. We are acquainted with men 
who can write four or five earned degrees after 
theii names. But, they are fools by God’s 
standards because they have never given Him 
and His truth first place in their minds and 
hearis. We also know some who are woefully 
illiterate but who have heaven written on their 
faces and in their hearts and who, in God’s 
sight. are truly wise. 


Paul looked on “excellency of speech” and 
worldly “wisdom” as something to be discarded 
where the preaching of the Gospel is concerned, 
putting all his trust in the enlightening power 
of the Holy Spirit as he preached. 


By Paul’s standards some preaching is futile, 
lor it is designed to win men to Christ by the 
art of logic. One wonders if Satan does not 
delight in any preaching which obscures the 
Spirit and glorifies the mind of man. 


Head-first . . . No! 
Heart-first . . . Yes! 


“Ye are they which justify yourselves before 
men; but God knoweth your hearts.” L.N.B. 





The Victory Is His 


Gustaf Aulen, professor of Systematic The- 
ology in the University of Lund, Sweden, is 
champion of what he calls the “Classical 
Theory” of the Atonement. This was the view 
so ably propounded by Martin Luther, declares 
Dr. Aulen. As one views it with open mind, 
it is difficult to see that it conflicts at all with 
the views of Augustine, and Anselm of Canter- 
bury, who propounded the “Satisfaction 
Theory,” held by all Calvinistic churches. 
Priceless truth is wrapped up in both views. 

The basic idea is expressed in the caption 
ofa book by Dr, Aulen, entitled, “Christus 
Victor.” As a distinct part and parcel of our 
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Lord’s incarnation and atonement, He won a 
smashing victory over Satan and over all his 
allies. The author quotes Ireneaus as answer- 
ing this important question - “Cur deus homo?”, 
For what purpose did God become man? Answer: 
“That He might destroy sin, overcome death 
and give life to man.” We are reminded of 
those stirring words of the Apostle John when 
he declared, “For this purpose was the son of 
God manifested that He might destroy the 
works of the devil.” (I John 3:8) Our professor 
of New Testament, Dr. Eugene C. Caldwell, 
used to say over and over again, that in the 
cross Christ delivered a “knockout blow” to 
the devil. Ever since that time the devil has 
been very busy, but it is definitely a “rear-guard 
action” which he performs. 


In that remarkable soliloguy of our Lord 
concerning His cross, recorded in the 12th chap- 
ter of the Fourth Gospel, He declares in verse 
31, “Now is the judgment of this world and 
now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out.” After the return of the Seventy recorded 
in the 10th chapter of Luke, verse 18, there 
is a ringing assurance, perhaps anticipatory of 
Calvary’s triumph, “I beheld Satan as lightning 
fall from Heaven.” Over and over again in 
their hours of sorest trial, the disciples must 
have quoted the reassuring words of their great 
Leader, “In the world we shall have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” (John 16:33) 


Athanasius, a leading proponent of the view 
that Christ paid the debt for our transgressions, 
nevertheless, according to Aulen, quotes the 
stirring words of Hebrews 2:14, “Since then 
the children are sharers in flesh and _ blood, 
He also Himself in like manner partook of the 
same, that through death He might bring to 
naught him that had the power of death, that 
is, the Devil.” 


The Apostle Paul, while admitting the fact to 
his Philippian readers, that he had not fully 
attained and to Timothy that he was the chief 
of sinners, nevertheless, looked upon his min- 
istry as one of sure conquest and of divine 
effectiveness, ‘““Thanks be unto God who always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of His knowledge by us 
in every place.” (IICor.2:14) We would not 
urge just now the “power of positive thinking,” 
but we would urge the “power of a positive 
faith in a triumphant Saviour.” This is no 
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small movement in which we are all engaged. 
We are not defeated. Christus Victor. 


“Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts’ alone, 
By Thine own sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious Throne.” 





Billy Graham at Cambridge 


From British newspapers and from personal 
letters have come reports of God’s blessings 
on the recent Cambridge meetings. One 
American newspaper editorialized under the 
heading “Significant” — “Evangelist Billy 
Graham’s present weeks in England are among 
his more important missions. For Graham is 
speaking at Cambridge and Oxford universities 
to select audiences from which shapers of his- 
tory, writers, editors, politicians, parliamen- 
tarians and churchmen come. According to the 
British press, the response has been deeply sig- 
nificant. . . . North Carolina has bred and sent 
abroad few men who have surpassed or equalled 
the accomplishments of Billy Graham of Mon- 
treat.” 


What was accomplished? 


Over 500 students at Cambridge made clear- 
cut decisions for Christ. Eternity alone will 
tell the results of such an impact on the coming 
generation. Out of Moody’s meetings at Cam- 
bridge came the famous “Cambridge Seven,” 
men who were used to bring millions into the 
Kingdom. We may be seeing the beginning of 
another mighty work of God through these 
young men, so recently born for the second time. 


From London a famous British actor, him- 
self converted at Wembley in May and probably 
headed for the ministry, writes: “Met Billy and 
we had a chat. . . . The way he spoke last night. 
I have never known anything quite like it. The 
feeling was reminiscent of my ‘going forward’ 
at Wembley. As I left the church I noticed the 
pews were full of students waiting to do the 
same. . . . Incidentally, I sat with the press last 
night in Great St. Mary’s Church (the Cam- 
bridge Cathedral). They all had Bibles with 
them! Not only that, but as I watched them 
I could see they were nodding their heads in 
agreement (apparently - I hope!) with what he 
said. . . . Cambridge will be a different place, 
those students will be different . . . the whole 
town was alive and vibrating - all the churches 
I entered were packed. I chatted with 
Billy before he started preaching . . . and he 
suddenly seemed transformed and a different 
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person stood there in the pulpit . . 


. completely 
in Christ.” 


From two other sources we have had reports 
of what God did at Cambridge. God honored 
the prayers of those who were praying and to 
Him belongs all the glory. 


Mr. Graham was busy from early morning 
until late at night and his contacts reached 
every area of that great university. One news- 
paper man came to him, ostensibly for an 
interview. Soon Mr. Graham said: “You did 
not come here for an interview, you came to 
find Christ, did you not?” The reporter nodded 
in assent. A little while later he left Mr. 
Graham’s room a new creature in Christ. 


Prior to the meetings Mr. Graham faced con- 
siderable hostility from some. The Manchester 
Guardian reported that after speaking to some 
250 university personalities the day before the 
mission opened Mr. Graham was faced with a 
barrage of questions, many of them barbed or 
loaded. The Guardian went on to say: “There 
were questions, but academic doubters began 
to hesitate, stumble and lose their confidence 
in the face of Mr. Graham’s directness and 
shrewd tactics. He confessed previous failings 
and mistakes . . . then he put everyone in his 
place by quoting the chairman of a similar meet- 
ing in the States. He told the audience: ‘Just 


remember this, any fool can ask a question 
ten men can’t answer.’ Mr. Graham smiled but 
the point went home.” 


The London News-Chronicle reported that 
despite quietness of the University Cathedral 
and lack of a choir or singing (as compared 
with Harringay and Wembley): “there was the 
same astonishing reaction from the audience.” 
Another London paper wrote that the results 
were “astounding.” 


Time, perhaps unwittingly but nonetheless un- 
wore on, Billy Graham must have known how 
Daniel felt in the lion’s den. The crowds came 
and stayed, silent and impressed. More than 
400 made decisions for Christ.’”” This number 
reached over 500 before the end of the meetings. 


Time, perhaps unwittingly but nontheless un- 
erringly puts its finger on the source of Mr. 
Graham’s power and the reason for the success 
of the Cambridge mission: “I am here to tell 
you what the Bible preaches,” he said, and over 
and over again he began his sentences with: 
‘This is what the Bible says.’” It was the in- 
spiration for what he said and the authority 
for his message. 


Because of the prayers of thousands and the 
devoted efforts of Christian students God did 
a mighty thing at Cambridge. Humanly speak- 
ing it was not the work of one man; many 
worked hard and long; among them the Lord 
Bishop of Barking, Rev. John Stott, Vicar of 
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\ll-Souls, Langham Place, London, Bruce Reed, 
a Cambridge graduate and a keen winner of 
souls, Dr. David Cowie of the University Pres- 
byterian Church in Seattle whom Dr. Graham 
took with him to Cambridge, and many others. 

Pray that these new-born babes in Christ may 
vrow into a mighty army of men who go out 
io know Christ and to make Him known. 


—H. B. D. 





Love to Order 


In the light of human experience, it seems 
a rather strange thing for love to be commanded, 
demanded of men. We think of love as being 
something spontaneous, that which can never 
be forced, the utter opposite of a command. 
Yet the “first and great” commandment is to 
“love God.” And this is an echo of part of 
the notable and constantly employed shema, 
in the worship of all who are true Jews, and as 
drawn from the Old ‘Testament. 


It is necessary for us to understand that here 
is no sentimental attachment, no romantic in- 
fatuation, such as may ordinarily be thought 
of in connection with love. The Bible cer- 
tainly honors true love as between man and 
woman. But the great commandment is of a 
different quality surely. This all-inclusive de- 
mand takes us back to the old-style marriage 
vows, when the promise was made to “love, 
honor and obey,” the latter two parts being 
rather explanatory of the first part; for, to love 
is to honor and obey, in the fullest sense. 


But we may not properly begin, in attempting 
an analysis of the command to love, with the 
relation of a boy to his sweetheart, (in these 


days, his “‘fiancee”). The most striking thing 
about this “dream” is that he puts her first. 
And there is no maybe about this fact. Bring 
to mind a day, - a Christmas day (the high day 
of all the year for many a family) when all 
the kin eat together the Christmas dinner, of 
all dinners and of all family gatherings, the 
most important and thrilling. And on such a 
day and at such a climactic hour, a youth an- 
nounces to the head of the house that he will 
not eat dinner with the assembly there gathered, 
but will catch a train to go to see his fond 
love! What matter dinner? What matter family 
vathering? What matter ties of home? Sweet- 
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heart comes first! So, similarly, in principle, 
when a man is commanded to love God, as all 
are so commanded, it cannot mean otherwise 
than that he put God first. And love, in such 
sense, can be made to order. For indeed, what 
you love, you put first. 


Next, to love, in the case of a man and his 
God, means to obey. For this, we recall the 
record of our Lord’s words: “He that loveth 
Me, keepeth My commandments.” No man can 
say that he misunderstands this. Nor can any 
person claim that he loves God, i.e., complies 
with the Scriptural requirement for loving, un- 
less he obeys God’s will as revealed and known. 
Every man can preach himself his own sermon. 


For we, as well as the Rich Young Ruler, 
know the commandments of God. There is 
time, - the Sabbath Day. There is money, - the 
tithe. There is service, - the vineyard at hand. 
The Ten Commandments and the Sermon on 
the Mount provide plenty of ground to cover 
and ample room for talent! Remember also the 
other word of the Savior: “If ye love Me, keep 
My commandments.” So here too is love, and 
love that we can understand, - love in obedience 
to His will. 


Lastly, the love of God to which we are 
directed as His will for us, is shown in worship. 
To worship is to love. And it is particularly 
in relation to this aspect of love that we can 
clearly see something which is equally true in 
connection with every phase or delineation of 
our love to God, viz., the benefits accruing to 
the lover. Worship is, of course, “worth-ship,” 
the same being demonstrated in praise, prayer, 
purity, purpose. Even as the human lover seeks 
to be constantly in the presence of the object of 
his affection, so, in parallel, is it with the lover 
who “worships” his God, - he seeks to be con- 
tinually in the conscious presence of his Lord. 
He strives to realize Him all the day, wherever 
he is, whatever he does. And in so doing, great 
is the reward, even as those who “practice the 
presence of God,” attest. The first two of the 
Ten Commandments make worship paramount. 
The Psalmist (115:8) gives a piercing thought: 
“Like them (idols) are their makers.” That 
is, the makers of idols are like to that which 
they worship. In the context we note that idols 
have no moral qualities as those attaching to 
persons. And therefore to worship an idol brings 
no moral reaction, no compulsion to ethical 
conduct arising out of such act of veneration. 
Look at the sharp contrast in the case of God. 
He is the God of moral perfection, righteous- 
ness, justice, ‘holiness, goodness, truth; and 
Scripture rings with the declaration of such 
characteristics of the personal God. Therefore, 
in worshipping Him, inevitably, automatically, 
necessarily, there springs into reality for His 
worshipper, a manner of life, a pattern of con- 
duct, consonant with the character of that God 
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whom he worships, and before Whom he feels 
morally responsible! When, then, one worships 
the God revealed in the Bible, he reacts accord. 
ingly. “Be ye holy, for I am holy” is in point, 


‘ But see the pagan parallel: Plato says some. 


thing about the gods pictured as doing all 
manner of vices, or even crimes, so that the 
worshipper could do the same! 


“Whate’er thou lovest, man, 
That too, become thou must: 
Godlike, if thou love God; 
Dust, if thou lovest dust!” 


God made man in His own image. He showed 
man His character. And as finally and as fully 
as it is possible for man, this was. done in the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ among men: 
“the only begotten Son, He hath declared (liter- 
ally: exegeted) Him.” Therefore we are to love 
God. And we are able to understand some- 
thing of what this love means: we can love 
God. And as we do love, we also receive the 
blessing of the Lord. On such account we have 
the “first and great’””» commandment. On such 
account, the repetition of the shema, by the 
Savior, in answer to the lawyer’s question. And 
on such account, we should, - we must, love 
the Lord our God. R.F.G. 





A Druggist With a Vision 


It is a matter cf common knowledge that 
bad literature is a definite factor contributing 
to juvenile delinquency. Bad literature is in 
easv reach of every boy and girl. Drugstores 
and news stands are the principal distributors 
of this poiscn. Magazines and so-called “Comics” 
with lewd pictures and scenes of murder, theft, 
banditry and vandalism are freely displayed. 
Visit the nearby drugstore a few minutes after 
“school is out” and you will see young people, 
from third-graders all the way up the teen- 
age scale, either sitting around the soda tables 
or up against the magazine rack pouring over 
the vile stuff. It is so bad that the U. S. Postal 
Department refuses to transport it, so it must 
be delivered by trucks. That fact alone should 
cause a dealer to refuse to display and sell it, 
if the dealer has any reluctance to sell indecent 
literature. 


The foregoing is written to introduce a real 
news item, (rare as “a man bites dog’ news 
item). There is a druggist in Asheville who 
has become so disgusted with the literature 
assigned to him by the syndicate which dispenses 
these magazines, (cleverly mixing it along with 
other literature that is not so bad) that he 
has sent out to his customers a mimeographed 
letter stating why he is eliminating it from 
his business. It has stirred up objections and 
criticisms and caused the loss of some of his 
customers who are not careful as to what the 
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young people read; but he expected that and was 
minded to accept the loss. On the other hand 
his action has won for him the commendation 
of his right thinking patrons, and from latest 
accounts new friends have been made who quite 
make up for the loss. —W.CS. 


Following is the mimeographed letter: 


Dear Customer, 


We have been deeply concerned about the 
bad books appearing on our magazine rack. 
Even though we have been censoring them 
for years we feel that most of the books 


we get now are unfit for both adults and 
children to read. 


Much objection has been voiced against 
bad comic books for children. Very little or 
nothing has been said or done concerning 
bad books for adults. Many parents’ minds 
are poisoned by bad reading material even 
before their children are old enough to read 
comic books. We sincerely believe that if 
parents are more careful in selecting their 
reading material, children would be less likely 
to become victims of bad comic books. We 
are equally interested in both children and 
adults. 


There are some good books, we know, on 
our rack, but they are so few and even though 
the outside of the book may look good, deep 
in its pages are bad stories. Therefore, we 
feel it is almost beyond our knowledge to 
know the good ones from the bad ones. 


After spending much time in prayer we 
know that God has given us the correct 
answer — to get rid of our complete stock 
of magazines. This was not an easy decision 
to make. 


We appreciate your patronage of the past 
and we believe you will support us in this 
venture of faith. 


Sincerely yours, 





Your Joy Gift Is Needed 


The month of December brings to us again 
the opportunity of giving to our retired or 
disabled ministers and lay missionaries, and 
to the widows and minor orphans of ministers. 
During this Christmas giving season, all Church 
members will have the privilege of using for 
gifts the familiar little red and white Joy Gift 
envelopes, gifts that for a great many recipients 


actually make the difference between existence 
and comfort. 


The Board of Annuities and Relief is happy 
to remind Church members that in 1954 the 
Joy Gift funds were distributed to 336 homes 
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of beneficiaries of Ministerial Relief and 324 
homes of annuitants of the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund with annuities inadequate for subsistence. 
This represents a total of 660 homes into which 
went gifts of appreciation from Church members: 
who wanted to show that these faithful servants, 
and their dependents, were not forgotten. 


Each year, the Board must ask that Church 
members try and give a little more to this cause 
because inflation continues. This year will be 
no exception. The Board does not wish to stress 
so much our obligation to these fine people, 
who in many cases first introduced us to Christ, 
as it wishes to point up an opportunity we 
all have for giving today in a true spirit of 
appreciation for the years of love and labor 
that were given to us. Most of us know of 
instances where retired ministers are having to 
stretch their finances considerably to make ends 
meet in a day in which prices for everything 
continue upward. Your gift, made through your 
local church, and sent to the Board, will reach 
these aged servants of the Church. 


Recipients are abundantly grateful for the 
consideration shown them, and there are stacks 
of letters in the files of the Board which are 
laden with “thanks.” Here are some _ typical 
quotations. “It is my only dependence.” — “It 
means so very much to us, in fact, the necessities 
of life.” “It will certainly help to lighten 
my burdens.” — “Ministerial Relief has been 
a continual blessing to me ever since my hus- 
band was taken away from his family.” — “It 
gives me a security that I otherwise wouldn’t 
have in my declining days.” — “The checks have 
been a life-saver through the years.” — “The 
increased allowance will solve many problems 
for me.” — “It means comfort, and relief from 
financial worry.” — “I wish I could tell you 
just how these checks smooth the way, and lift 
the burdens from my 80-year-old shoulders.” 


The Board does not encourage recipients of 
relief checks to tithe to it the grants made to 
them, but it is interesting to note the contents 
of a letter from one recipient — “I am enclosing 
a check for $15.00 which is the tithe from the 
three checks I have received from you. You 
may wonder why I send the tithe from these 
checks back to the Board. For about 40 years 
we have given a tithe in our family. . . . I ap- 
preciate so much what you (the Church) have 
done for us.” 


The need is great. They appreciate all help. 
Let us give generously during the Joy Gift 
season. 
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The Baby and the Bath * 
ron 
By Gordon H. Clark oe th 





The Earnest Worker is an official publication 
of the Presbyterian Church in the USS., the 
United Presbyterian Church, and the Reformed 
Church in America. In its October issue Dr. 
Richard W. Graves, under the title All Saints 
Day, complains that the early Presbyterians were 
too strict in dispensing with saints days and 
that in reacting against the Catholic abuses the 
threw out the baby with the bath. At the present 
time, he says, we are regaining a proper balance 
by reinstating All Saints’ Day, Epiphany, Whit 
suntide, and Trinity. 
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But what is the baby and what is the bath: 
and 


Sometimes illustrations fail to illustrate. Even 
the parables of Jesus cannot be pressed to their 
last detail; in fact he told parables as much 
to disguise as to reveal his thought (Mark 4:12). 
Fallible writers and speakers may wish to reveal 

their thought and inadvertently tell a story tha @) 
throws the audience off the track. What thenff was 
is the baby that is to be kept while we throw§The 
out the bath water? in ol 













Presbyterianism is founded on the Word ol 
God. Our worship is to be in conformity with 
God’s requirements. God has told us in thef\fte 
Bible how he desires us to worship him, andf,aid 
we have no authority to add to or to subtractfihen 
from his directions. We are to turn aside neitherfithe | 
to the right hand nor to the left. porte 
Lord 
the 
cece} 


So 
inqu 


Chapter I, section 6, of the Westminster Con- 
fession admits that “there are some circum: 
stances concerning the worship of God and gov- tin 
ernment of the Church, common to human ac"'® 
tions and societies, which are to be ordered by§ W 
the light of nature and Christian prudence . . .’ faskec 
That is to say, the church service as much asfhepli 
the city council must meet at a set time. Afof U 
professional society as well as a prayer meeting#{rom 
must select a given place. And they must allffon tl 
have some seating arrangements. These com-§'Th 
mon circumstances are not legislated by thegwork 
Bible. They are matters of mere convenience.§xt 1 
But the content of the worship service itself, Buy ¢ 
the particularities that distinguish it from other T 
meetings, are given unchangeably in the word 





: . ; 4 - Biesol 
of God. To these instructions “nothing mayf 

° ur 

at any time be added, whether by new revela- nd 





tions of the Spirit or traditions of men.” chur 


To a Presbyterian mind this Scriptural prin-§\ « 
ciple is the baby, and the Romish superstitions the 
are dirtier than the bath water that is to begpray 
thrown out. There is no hint in Scripture offfett 
the celebration of an All Saints’ Day or of any) 
saint’s day. Hallowe'en is simply a pagan cereg*to 
mony superstitiously introduced into the so lve 
called Christian calendar, God has required of vel 
us to celebrate the Lord’s Day and no other. wher 
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Why do not official publications of the church 
promote instead of attack the official position 
of the church? Let us not throw out the baby 
and keep the bath. 
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ee ANGLERS 


:. (By the Editor of The Testament 
were for Fishers of Men) 


andi esson No. 122 


the This column has been suspended for a while 
eae { guard against surfeiting our readers, but here 
lane comes along a testimony from one of our good 
Whit frienis which we do not like to withhold from 

you. We are sending him, according to promise, 
hatha Testament For Fishers Of Men, flyleaf etched 
Evengand .utographed. 





their -_S #34 
ary GOD IS AN ANGLER 
‘eveal By R. W. Cousar, D.D. 


) thatf On Tuesday evening of this week, the writer 

thenfwas Jed to call on a family in a trailer camp. 

throw#The mother and her three children enrolled 
in our Sunday School the previous Sunday. 





rd off Soon after we had visited a few moments, I 
with inquired as to the couple’s church affiliation. 
n thef\fter the mother had stated hers, the father 
, andiaid he belonged to no church at all. It was 
btractfihen that we had the privilege of urging on 
eitherfihe lather the necessity of his taking the im- 
portant step and receiving Jesus as Saviour and 
Lord. After we had talked a few moments, 
the father very quietly stated that he had 
accepted Christ that very morning before get- 
ling up. 


 Con- 
rcum- 
1 gov: 
In ac- 
ed by§ We told him this was very remarkable and 
>... Bwked what was the story back of it all. He 
ich asfeplied by asking if I had read in the paper 
e. Affol the sudden death of a railroad conductor 
eeting#{rom heart attack. It seems the conductor died 
ist allfon the train. I told him I had. Then he said, 
com-§*The sudden going of this man whom I had 
y thefworked with so closely, for so long, was what 
ience.fet me to thinking and brought me to make 
itself,§my decision for Christ.” 








other : , , 
wend The next night was prayer meeting time. I 
» mavgolved that I would request the prayers of 





~ 


revela- 





uur people for this new-born Christian. Lo, 
ind behold, he and his family were at the 
tturch before I arrived for the service. When 
| prin-gve asked for suggested objects of prayer from 
titionsgle congregation, this man not only requested 
to begptayer for himself, but a bit later led in audible 
ure offfetitions as others prayed. It was a most in- 
of anyfPiting incident to those of us who met this 
1 cere-§<tious-minded man of approximately thirty- 
he sog've years of age, his consecrated wife and three 
red offvely children. Truly the Spirit of God works 
ver. hen, where and how He wills. 
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Welcome! To a Great Gospel Book 


Morris, Leon, The Apostolic Preaching of the 
Cross, pp. 296, 1955. London, Tyndale Press. 
Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


It is a privilege to welcome and commend 
this fine volume by the Vice Principal of Ridley 
College, Melbourne, Australia. The work is a 
substantial part of the thesis presented by Pro- 
fessor Morris for his doctor’s degree at Cam- 
bridge and is in every way worthy of the in- 
stitute granting and the Vice Principal earning 
that degree. The volume represents a new ap- 
proach in the study of theology, a method that 
has become known from the monumental Ger- 
man work edited by Professor Kittel as a theo- 
logical dictionary of the New Testament. In 
just the same thorough method, Dr. Morris 
treats the great words that are central in the 
Christian doctrine of salvation, namely, Re- 
demption, Covenant, Blood, Propitiation, Rec- 
onciliation, and Justification. We understand 
that other significant terms had to be omitted 
to keep the book from becoming long. 


Redemption is studied in its etymology ac- 
cording to which the Greek verb luo means 
to loose, while the noun lutron means the in- 
strument by which the loosing takes place and 
thus the payment for loosing, or the ransom 
price. This word group is traced through the 
LXX and the Hebrew roots which are so 
translated there. The three main word groups 
which the lutron words translate in the LXX 
show that redemption consistently signifies de- 
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liverance by payment of a price. In Isa. 43.3 
the ransom price is specifically given “I have 
given Egypt as thy ransom.” Accordingly in 
the New ‘Testament, Mk.10.45, ‘Tit.2.14, 
I Pet.1.18,19, it is Christ’s death that is the ran- 
som price by which sinners are redeemed. 


In the Covenant thought God takes the 
initiative and lays down the -conditions of the 
Covenant. It is not a bargain between equals 
but a testament sealed by the death of the 
testator, established because the Son of God 
died for man and thus put away sin. The Blood 
of Christ points primarily to His death as the 
means whereby sin is dealt with. 


Treating of Propitiation, Morris is aware of 
all the criticism that Dodd and others have 
leveled against this translation and seeks to take 
all the good in their criticisms. The Biblical 
usage is far different from the Hellenistic con- 
cept of man taking the initiative and changing 
an arbitrary God. Nor is the wrath of God the 
same as the angry explosions of men. Yet the 
wrath of God is real, and God Himself in His 
love has provided a way of averting or removing 
that wrath consonant with His own holy char- 
acter. The usage of the words translated Pro- 
pitiation in the New Testament supports this 
meaning. The substitutionary implication of 
it is seen in IV Maccabees 17 as well as in gen- 
eral Greek usage, the LXX, and the New Testa- 
ment. It is our prayer that this scholarly study 
of the matter will keep the word Propitiation 
in the English Revision of the New Testament 
now being prepared and restore it to the RSV. 


Justification is seen to have a fine forensic 
emphasis so that as we trust in the mercy of 
God in Christ we have a new status with God. 
The reviewer is disposed to go further than 
does Morris in finding the righteousness of 
Christ expressed in such passages as I Cor. 1. 30; 
2 Cor. 5.21, Rom. 5.19; 10.4; Phil. 4.9. Recon- 
ciliation means a change on both sides. God’s 
disposition of love is the same before and after 
the event; but His relation to sinners has been 
changed by the objective event of the death of 
Christ so that He treats them differently. 


They were under His wrath and punishment; 
now as they accept the Saviour they are chil- 
dren of mercy, servants in the Kingdom of grace. 
We can scarcely commend too highly this able 
vindication of the Gospel for its scholarly work, 
and for its evangelical conclusions, Here we 
have the great verities of the faith set forth 
in their Biblical meaning. We recommend the 
volume to our. seminaries and to our pastors. 
The careful study of each of these themes and 
the great texts in which they are embedded will 
strengthen one’s convictions and enrich his 
presentation of the Gospel. —Wm.C.R. 
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. cording to thy word.” 


Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Twenty-second Division : TAU : Verses 169- 
176: Key-verse: “Give me understanding ac- 
See other verses in this 
Psalm where the word “Understanding” is used. 
Key-thought: Divine Wisdom. 


The “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” Many men with Doctors’ degrees 
after their names have yet to learn their ABCs. 
Some are wise in their own understanding : 
there is more hope for fools than for them. 


It is Understanding “according to thy Word”; 
the Bible is the Great Text Book that is left 
out of many schools and colleges. We are edu- 
cating a generation of “Ignorant Heathen” right 
here in America. 


What are some of the facts which we find 
in the Word of God, facts we should know, if 
we have real Understanding; real Wisdom? 


I. According to His Word, All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; there is 
Universal Need for Salvation; men are not mere- 
ly sick, but Dead in trespasses and sins. 


II. According to His Word, there is a Won- 
derful Plan of Salvation; Salvation by Grace, 


through Faith. It is a “Plenteous Redemption.” 
There is room for ALL who will come; the 
invitation says, “Whosoever”; “Every one.” 


III. According to His Word, there is a Blessed 
Life for me to live here in this world; a life 
of Peace and Joy and Service. I am come that 
ye might have life, and have it more abundantly. 
If we have the wisdom from above, which makes 
us “wise unto salvation”, we can LIVE, not 
merely exist. 


IV. According to His Word, there is an 
Eternal Home waiting for me when I leave this 
world; an inheritance in. glory, incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. It is 
“reserved for me,” and I am “kept” for it. There 
I shall enter into the “Full Enjoyment” of God 
throughout all eternity. 


Let us not ‘be as the beasts which have no 
understanding”; or as many of the people of 
this world who have only the understanding 
which is “of the world.” Give me understanding 
according to thy Word; endow me with the wis- 
dom from above. May this be our prayer as 
we come to the end of this great Psalm! 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 

in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C, Baker 


Sunday, December 4, James 1:1-15. List the 
various subjects that are treated in this section. 
You will find that chapter one (Sunday and 
Monday’s passages) serves as a summary of the 
entire book. What do you suppose is the nature 
ol the wisdom of v.5 (Notice 3:17-18)? What 
relation has pure living to this wisdom (3:17- 
Ik)? Why must a man ask in faith in order 
to receive (vv.6-8)? What do vv.5-8 imply as 
to the kind of dedication to the Lord necessary 
for the acquirement of the wisdom from above 
(vv.5-8)? What are some of the purposes set 
forth in vv.2-4,12 of the various trials we 
meet? What should be their fruit (vv.2-4,12) ? 
What is the source of sin according to vv.13-14? 
What is God’s relation to it? How keenly are 
you aware of this truth? Do you ask in faith 
for the Divine wisdom to overcome sin and 
live as a pure life before God? 


Monday, December 5, James 1:16-26. Glance 
through chapter one to see if the general con- 
tent of the Book of James centers on doctrine 
or behavior. Verse 18 is presupposed in all the 
teachings that are set forth. According to v.18, 
is a person saved by grace or by works? What 
place does the word of God have in our salva- 
tion (v.21b)? What is expected of the Christian 
in regard to his former life (v.2la,27b) ? What 
damage can the tongue do to our profession of 
faith (vv.19,26) ? Though inclined to be kind, 
thoughtful, and morally upright, do you find 
a bad temper or a nasty tongue detrimental 
to Christian conduct in relation to your own 
needs? 


Tuesday, December 6, James 2:1-13; 5:1-6. 
How would a church’s witness be hurt by 
the actions of vv.2-4? Has God shown partiality 
to certain groups in selecting only those with 
sizable incomes for His service (v.5) ? Evidently 
this church was “mouthing” the truth of v.8, 
yet ignoring it in practice (v.9). Thus James 
applies the truth of v.10. Do you mentally 
adopt the Golden Rule as your rule of conduct, 
yet break it completely by showing partiality 
in your relationships to others (v.9)? Are your 
friendships limited to people of your own race 
or economic class? The rich of 5:1 were heathen 
who were oppressing poor Christians (5:4,6). 
Is the possession of riches in themselves con- 
demned in this passage (5:1-4-6)? What is the 
ultimate result of the actions of the wicked 
rich (vv.2,3)? What do. you think the Chris- 
tian’s attitude toward such a people ought to 
be? Can the action of 2:2-3 possibly be con- 
doned? 
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Wednesday, December 7, James 2:14-26. This 
author is writing against a false idea of faith 
that makes no demand on human conduct 
(vv.14-17). Even Satan can have this kind of 
faith (v.19)! What relation should works have 
to faith (v.18)? Do the Christian’s good works 
come from his own self-energy or from God’s 
grace in his heart (1:18)? What is the source 
of your good works? What statement (v.18a) 
is James answering in the illustrations of Abra- 
ham and Rahab (vv.21-26)? What is the main 
point James is making (v.20)? Does your 
Christian life give evidence of a saving faith 
in Christ? How are good works a natural part 
of the faith of Abraham (cf. vwv.21-24 with 
Genesis 22:1-14)? the faith of Rahab (cf. v.25 
with Joshua 2:1-21)? In the context of this 
passage, is there any contradiction between 
James 2:24 and James 1:18? 
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Thursday, December 8, James 3:1-12. How 
do the comparisons in vv.3-5 illustrate the tre- 
mendous power of the tongue? Is the picture 
drawn in vv.6-8 about the tongue true? How 
do vv.9-10 illustrate this truth? Do you find 
this truth illustrated in your life? What is 
expected of the Christian (vv.10b-12) ? How does 
the “wisdom from Above” (vv.17-18) summar- 
ize the traits that should be found in the 
Christian’s life? How are vv.14-16 connected 
with vv.6-8? Is what the tongue expresses but 
an indication of what is in the heart? If the 
wisdom from above completely fills our lives, 
will the tongue be uricontrollable? What kind 
of heart does your tongue reflect? 

Friday, December 9, James 4:13-17. Look for 
the basic sin that is involved in these verses. 
Is James here talking to Christians or non- 
Christians? Against what sin should we guard 
when laying plans for the future (v.13) ? Should 
a Christian lay his plans without regard for 
the will of God? To what is our span of life 
compared in v.14? Do you as a Christian some- 
times lose sight of the brevity of this life? If 
you attempt to live your own life without 
- seeking God’s will for it, of what sin are you 
guilty according to vv.15-16? Is the definition 
of sin in v.17 a new one for you? In the light 
of v.17, what sins should you confess? 

Saturday, December 10, James 5:7-18. The 
rich of vv.1-6 are the persecutors of the Chris- 
tians (vv.7-11). What hope of deliverance is 
presented to these Christians (vv.7-9)? What 
Christian attributes must they develop in prep- 
aration for the day of Christ’s return (vv.7,8,9) ? 
What illustrations are given of the development 
of these virtues (vv.10-11) ? How is Job especial- 
ly appropriate (v.11)? Are you willing to rest 
the reasons for your suffering with God until 
He shows you His purposes in His own time? 
Prayer was the only recourse these Christians 
had for changing things (vv.13-18)? Notice in 
vv.13-18 the variety of conditions that can be 
alfected by prayer. Which of these are not sub- 
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jects of your prayer life? Do you honestly be- 
lieve that God does alter things as a result 
of earnest prayer (vv.16b-18) ? 





THE VACATION FUND 


The Vacation Fund has received many glow- 
ing letters of thanks from the ministers of our 
Church who were the beneficiaries of this Fund 
this year. The Fund enabled 115 to enjoy a 
restful and refreshing experience attending one 
of the three great conference centers of our 
Church, or one of the preaching clinics. With- 
out this assistance made possible by the gifts of 
many friends and organizations of local churches 
these ministers would have been denied these 
beneficial experiences. 

Below we give a few quotations from some 
of the “Thank you” letters which we have re- 
ceived. As you read these expressions of their 
deep gratitude we hope you will feel repaid, 
at least in part, for your contribution. 

The following are typical of scores of such 
letters: 

“Your very generous and unexpected letter 
arrived today and I must let you know how very 
grateful I am. Surely the Lord spoke audibly 
to someone for we were in quite a financial 
strain. Please know that it is deeply appre- 
ciated.” 

“I received your check from the Vacation 
Fund and enjoyed the Bible Conference at Mon- 
treat with that gift. I want to express my very 
great thanks to you and all others who had a 
part in the wonderful vacation I enjoyed.” 


“I just want to say to you and through you 
to those who are so generous: We appreciate 
this gift, not only for the thoughtfulness behind 
it, but also for the avenue that it opens for 
us to grow in usefulness to our Lord and to 
be re-created in body and mind in this summer 
month. Thank you and may God richly bless 
you and all who are serving Him through this 
Fund.” 

“Please let me thank you and your committee 
heartily and sincerely for it; and at the same 
time express my deep appreciation for the silent 
and helpful work you and your committee are 
doing for the servants of the Church.” 

We rejoice in the privilege of administering 
this generosity of those who contribute to this 
Fund from year to year. 

Wade H. Boggs 
Manager Vacation Fund 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


aa 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 11 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Who Is My Neighbor ? 


Background Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 
Devotional Reading: I John 2:1-11 


Let us look at our Golden Text, or Memory Verse, for a moment: 


Thou shalt love the Lord 


thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind : and thy neighbor as thyself. Have you ever taken this verse and used it like a microscope, 
and see yourself through it? If you have, then I believe you will realize that you need a Savior. 
Take that little word, “all”, repeated four times. How do you and I look through the microscope? 


By the Law is the knowledge of sin. This is 
a Summary of the Law, and it certainly makes 
us see Our sins, unless we are blind. Have you 
ever asked yourself the question, Do I love my 
neighbor as myself? 


Now, let us stop a bit on our Devotional 
Reading. There are two truths I wish to stress: 
(1) Keeping the Commandments, is a proof, 
and the best of proofs, of our knowledge of, 
and love for, God. He that saith I know Him, 
and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. What is the best 
proot that our children love us? Is it not 
obedience? If a child is constantly saying, “I 
love you,” and is disobedient, is there not good 
reason for questioning the real nature of that 
love? If we love God we will seek to obey Him. 
(2) He that loveth his brother abideth in the 
light . . . he that hateth his brother is in dark- 
ness. These words are plain enough. 


The Parable of the Good Samaritan was 
called forth by one of those insincere questions 
of a lawyer : A certain lawyer, stood up, and 
tempted Him saying, Master (Teacher) what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus makes 
him answer his own question; What is written 
in the Law? How readest thou? The lawyer 
quotes the Summary of the Law as we have it 
in our Golden Text. And Jesus said, Thou 
hast answered right : this do, and thou shalt 
live. Then the lawyer, willing to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, And Who is my neighbor? Jesus 
answers this question by telling the story of 
the Good Samaritan, and letting this story reveal 
to this self-righteous man, the sin that was in 
his heart and life. In the Parable we find Four 
Classes of people: 


I. The Wounded and Robbed: “A certain man”: 
The Man by the roadside. 





We are so interested in the other characters 
of the story that we sometimes almost forget 
this man, the man about whom the story re- 
volves. 
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The world is full of such men and women; 
those who have been robbed and beaten; who 
have had unfortunate experiences; who need 
our help. 


Sometimes they have been wounded and 
robbed by the circumstances of life : by sick- 
ness, or misfortune, or tragedy which has made 
them miserable. It may have been some dread 
disease, or war, or automobile accident. We 
read of such cases every day. Just a week or 
so ago thousands were made homeless by the 
floods which came after one of our hurricanes, 


At the head of this noble band is the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. He came into a world 
of wounded men; sick and helpless and ready 
to die; men bound in slavery, lost in sin. In 
His first sermon He outlined His ministry; 
He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised. He went “all 
the way” in His ministry of service and love. 
None of the ransomed ever knew how deep 
were the waters crossed or how high the moun- 
tains, before He found the sheep that was lost. 
A soldier insisted on going back to the battle- 
field to find his “Buddy.” His commanding 
officer tried to dissuade him, but finally let 
him go. He came back without his comrade, 
and when the officer said, I told you it would 
be of no use, he replied, “But it was! As he 
died in my arms, he said, ‘Jim, I knew you 
would come.’ ” 


I challenge you in the words of Jesus to the 
lawyer: Go, and do likewise. 

Often they have been wounded and robbed 
by their fellow men, for the world is full of 
those who prey upon those who are weak and 
defenseless. 


Many have been robbed and ruined by sin 
and Satan. The adversary has gotten the best 





PAGE 13 














of them, or their own appeutes and passions 
have brought them to the verge of death. 


How much are these poor people worth? 
Some say they are not worth fooling with; let 
them die. They believe in the hard doctrine 
of the Stoics; the survival of those who are 
strong enough and “fit” enough to “take it,” 
to use a modern expression. Others may look 
upon them as a “burden.” They will grudg- 
ingly look after them as a matter of duty. Others 
look at them through the eyes of Jesus. They 
see in them those who are needing our help 
and who are worth helping men like Robert 
Raikes as he looked upon the ragged children, 
or Booth, as he saw the poor in the slums of 
London. There is a preacher today who has 
dedicated his life to finding and helping the 
delinguent and outcast boys of one of our 
cities. 


Yes, the world is full of the Wounded and 
Robbed: “the Least, the Last, and the Lost.” 
In this Parable we have a sample. The sick, 
the wounded; ready to die. We find them every- 
where : in our Hospitals; in our Homes; in 
our Jails; on our streets. What will we do 
about it? 


II. The Wicked who Rob and Wound: 
the Thieves and Robbers. 


They are like the beasts of prey who live 
by killing others. 


There are Robber Nations. We only need 
to “call the roll” to see how many nations fall 
in this category: Assyria, Babylon, Rome, Ger- 
many, Russia, Red China, to mention only a 
few. Usually some man takes the lead of such 
a nation. These men are sometimes called 
“Great”: as Alexander the Great, or Napoleon, 
or Hitler, or Stalin. 


There are bands of organized “Gangsters” 
who make it their business to rob and kill. 
Our land is full of such bands. Crime has 
never been as thoroughly organized as it is 
today. I read recently of one such leader who 
had been put in jail, but who was still running 
his organization and using his power to force 
prominent politicians to consult him in his cell. 


Sometimes these “Robbers” are licensed by 
law. They run the Bad-Business of our land; 
the Whisky and Beer Barons who are getting 
rich from “Blood-money.” They have such a 
strangle-hold upon our politicians that we are 
not even allowed to vote on the question of 
liquor. 


This robber may be a “Lone Wolf,’ who 
walks our streets to destroy any and all whom 
he may wish to rob and kill. The world is 
full of “Robbers.’”” The road from Jerusalem 
to Jericho is not the only place of danger. 
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Ill. Those who Walk by “on the Other Side”: 
the Priest and Levite. 


They are not ignorant men; they see; they 
know; they even look. They hear all about 
the needs of their fellow-men, even those who 
are far away. They are not what the world 
knows as “bad people.” They pride themselves 
upon the fact that they “pay their honest debts,” 
and are good citizens. 


They are the selfish and indifferent men 
and women of the world. They are content 
to look after their own interests and let the 
balance of the world look after theirs. ‘They 
have their excuses, just as the priest and Levite, 
no doubt had an excuse for the way they acted. 
Perhaps they have important duties to perform 
and have no time to stop and help. Perhaps 
they do not wish to get “mixed up” with those 
who are robbed. The thieves may be in hiding 
and will pounce upon them if they stop. They 
do nothing to help. If some “Drive” is on they 
may give some money, to keep from being both- 
ered, or get their name in the paper. 


What does Jesus say about such people? In 
Matthew 25 we read: Inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it not to Me. These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment. He also said, He that 
saveth his life shall lose it. Selfish, indifferent 
people lose their lives and lose their rewards, 
We are our brothers’ keepers. I am afraid that 
we have lots of people like the Priest and 
Levite. “They are like a coffin: only room for 


, 


one” (McCartney) 


IV. Those who are Willing to Help: 
the Samaritan. 


They do not ask who the wounded man is; 
whether he is of their own race or color, or 
social standing. The man by the road was no 
doubt a Jew, and he who helped, a Samaritan, 
and “The Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans.” They not only look on the man’s 
need, but stop to help. 


The Samaritan did all he could for his 
“neighbor.” He administered “First Aid,” bind- 
ing up his wounds, and pouring in wine and 
oil, the common remedies of that day. He put 
him on his own beast and brought him to the 
inn. Then he provided as best he could for 
the man to be taken care of. 


I am glad that we have men like this man! 
What would the world be without them? Men 
with Big Hearts, who have compassion on the 
needy and helpless; men with Kind Hands, who 
can soothe and lift others; men with feet ready 
to go to the aid of others; men with time to 
spare, and money to give. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 11 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Take, Read” 


Hymn: “Father Of Mercies! In Thy Word” 

Prayer 

Scripture: I] Timothy 3:14-17 

Hymn: “How Precious Is The Book Divine” 

Offering (You may want to receive a special 
offering for the American Bible Society.) 

Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 
Nations” 


(A considerable amount of the information 
used in this program is taken from the American 
Bible Society’s annual message to ministers 
written by Dr. Francis C. Stifler.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

On this day our denomination joins with 
churches all over the world in the observance 
of Universal Bible Sunday. It is not the pur- 
pose of this day to honor any person or organi- 
zation, but to direct our attention to the im- 
portance of God’s Word, the Bible. In II 
Timothy 3:14-17 Paul makes some strong claims 
for the Scriptures. He says they can make one 
“wise unto salvation,” and that they are profit- 
able for teaching, for correcting error, for re- 
proving wrong conduct, and for teaching right 
conduct. He says that the Scriptures are able 
to make a person complete. Our speakers will 
illustrate this power of the Bible and will en- 
deavor to show how the power can be realized 
in our own lives and in the life of the world. 


First SPEAKER: 

The power of the Bible is realized only by 
those who hear it, read it, and know it. You 
may have been wondering about the title of 
this program, “Take, Read.” It has an historical 
origin. One of the most important men in 
the history of the Christian Church is Augus- 
tine. He was the son of a Christian mother, 
but his life as a young man was filled with 
moral degeneracy and intellectual confusion. As 
he grew older he became increasingly disgusted 
with himself and his way of life. On one occa- 
sion, as he was seeking light, he heard the 
voice of a child saying, ‘““Take, read.” He ap- 
plied these words to himself, opened the Scrip- 
tures, and began to read the 13th chapter of 
Romans. The words seemed to be addressed 
directly to him, and he was converted from 
a life of shame and doubt to a life of joy, peace 
and service. This incident provides the title 
for our program and the theme for Universal 
Bible Sunday in 1955. 
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It was his own reading of the book of Romans 
which brought peace to the heart of Martin 
Luther and inspired him to lead the Protestant 
Reformation. The power he found in the read- 
ing of the Bible prompted him to translate 
it into the German language so that all the 
people of his nation could share in the blessing 
he had found. This was a case where the Bible 
corrected error and provided instruction in 
righteousness. 


The Bible is still a powerful force in the lives 
of those who read it. In modern Indo-China 
a tribesman from a remote section met a mis- 
sionary in one of the larger cities and became 
a Christian. Although he could not read, he 
secured a Bible printed in his own language, 
and returned to his village. He found a friend 
who could read, and persuaded him to read for 
him. In due season the friend became a Chris- 
tian, and the group of Christians in that village 
now includes fifteen families. The Bible has 
the power to save souls today. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

If the Bible has this power to do us good, 
how can we receive it into our own lives? We 
are among the most fortunate people in the 
world because the preaching and teaching of 
the Bible is so readily available to us in our 
churches and Sunday Schools. It is discourag- 
ing to note that almost half of the people in 
the United States are not church members, and 
that many of those who are members are not 
faithful attendants. If we would receive the 
power of the Word of God, we must be faith- 
ful hearers as it is preached and taught. 


Attendance at church and Sunday school is 
tremendously important, but it cannot take 
the place of our personal reading of the Bible. 
Augustine and Luther had heard about the 
Bible, but it was their own reading of it that 
brought about a change in their lives. If it is 
good to hear the Bible, it is better to read it. 


Paul charged Timothy to continue in the 
things which he had learned. Many promising 
young people fail to receive a full measure of 
the Gospel’s power because they fail to keep 
up a consistent study of the Bible. Every person 
who has ever excelled in spiritual, power has 
been a life-long student of the Word of God. 
If it is good to hear the Bible, and better to 
read it, it is still better to become a faithful 
Bible student. 
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THIRD SPEAKER: 

Martin Luther was not content to enjoy the 
blessings of his own Bible reading. He wanted 
to share that blessing with his people. He could 
not say to them, “Take, read,” because very few 
of the German people could read the Latin 
Bible of the Roman church. He first trans- 
lated the New Testament into readable Ger- 
man, and then charged the people to read it. 


More than half the people of the world are 
still illiterate, but we have a responsibility for 
providing Bibles for those who can read. Great 
progress has been made. At least some portion 
of the Bible is available in 1084 languages. 
Nine tenths of the world’s population has Scrip- 
ture in its own language, but less than one 
tenth of the people have Bibles of their own. 
Our problem is not only to translate the Bible 
into the remaining obscure languages, but to 
provide free and low cost Bibles for the nine 
tenths who have none. 


The American Bible Society, organized in 
1816, has done an admirable work of trans- 
_ lating, publishing, and distributing Bibles in 
the United States and in all the world. The 
Bible Society also produces Bibles in braille for 
the blind, and sells them at a small fraction 
of the cost of production. Our church is one 
of almost sixty denominations which contrib- 
utes to the support of the American Bible 
Society. The part which we have in the work 
of this organization is our best opportunity 
for sharing the Bible and its power with all 
the world. It is our way of saying to the people 
of the world, “Take, read’. 


Women’s Work 


TWO KINDS 





A Statement on Christian Tithing 


By Clarence C. Stoughton 


He could recognize only two tunes, Mark 
Twain liked to insist; one was America, and 
the other wasn’t. 


Tithing is much like that, too, There are 
two kinds of tithing. One kind is Christian. 
The other isn’t. 


THE OTHER KIND 


The other kind of tithing begins with Old 
Testament laws, and usually stops there. It 
is the fact that it stops at that point that com- 
pels many Christians to reject tithing. For all 
too often the tither comes to feel that he has 
now obeyed God’s law and therefore has ful- 
filled his total obligation as a Christian. And 
of course, he hasn’t. He can’t. One never ful- 


PAGE 16 


fills his obligation to God. All he can do is to 
pour forth his gratitude in every way possible 
for God’s abundant love. The tithe is one way 
of my saying my thanks to God — only one 
way -— a reasonable way. 


CHRISTIAN TITHING 


Christian tithing begins with Christ. Its 
whole emphasis is upon Him. The central fact 
in the life of the Christian is the coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world to give Himself upon 
the cross for man. Through Him man comes 
to God; through Him man finds forgiveness 
and reconciliation. Here is giving and love that 
is beyond human understanding. It is grace — 
God’s love given freely without our having de- 
served or merited any part of it. 


And right there is where Christian tithing 
begins — in man’s understanding of that central 
fact of Christian faith, and in his response to 
it. For, he asks himself, if God has been so 
good to me, how can I help but give my thanks 
to Him in every act of my life? And in my 
giving, how can I do less for His work than 
set aside at least one-tenth of my income as a 
first step? Christian tithing begins with Christ! 


ONLY A BEGINNING 


The simplest definition, therefore, of Chris- 
tian tithing is that it is a Christian person, tith- 
ing. This is not just a play on words. For the 
point that such a definition emphasizes is that 
it is not tithing that makes a person a Christian. 
He is a Christian first, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, and then a tither. Let no one believe 
that tithing and the tithe are tests of one’s 
Christianity. They are but the evidence of one’s 
faith. 


It is all of us that God wants, all of our life. 
The tithe, therefore, is never the final expression 
of our love. It’s only a beginning. Some, in their 
abundance, undoubtedly can and must go far 
beyond the tithe. For others, a God-satisfying 
portion may be “two small coins.” But for most 
of us, the tithe is a reasonable first step. For 
most of us it is the least we can do in our grati- 
tude to Him for all His goodness to us. 





You Can Do It Too 


(A Bible Emphasis Program Has Set a Pattern 
Other Communities Can Follow) 


Each year more and more churches are co- 
operating in a Bible-centered program on the 
night of Universal Bible Sunday, December 11, 
1955. 

Eight churches of Yakima, Washington, popu- 
lation over 40,000, assembled more than a thou- 


sand people on Bible Sunday last year in their 
first such united observance. Many who gath- 
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ered for this all-city festival still felt six months 
afterward that it was one of the most wonderful 
experiences they had ever had. 


A display of old and unusual Bibles stimu- 
lated many to loan for exhibit some rare family 
treasures. Included were unfamiliar English 
translations, early editions of the King James 
Version, some of the first publications of the 
American Bible Society and numerous foreign- 
language translations. Many of these Bibles had 
been displayed in the morning in the various 
churches where the owners are members. 


Sponsorship by the Yakima Council of 
Churches, United Churchwomen and United 
Churchmen practically insured success. Excellent 
leadership was available. Wide publicity was 
obtained through press and radio. 


Such an inter-church program is feasible al- 
most anywhere because there is nothing that our 
Christian people united on any more readily 
or enthusiastically than exaltation of the Holy 
Bible. Earlier promotion of Worldwide Bible 
Reading helped a great deal in building up 
sentiment. Use of the bookmarks of daily Scrip- 
ture readings from Thanksgiving to Christmas 
was stressed as a practical means of daily family 
devotions in the home. Nearly 40,000 of the 
bookmarks were distributed in Yakima and 
vicinity, largely by one woman who saw that 
they reached church groups, civic organizations, 
institutions and public gathering-places. 


—From Bible Society RECORD. 





An Invitation to You Who Are Shut-Ins 
Dear Friend: 


You are one of very many women throughout 
the Church who are shut in, and perhaps you 
are thinking as many other shut-ins do that 
your days of active service in the church are 
closed. If so, let me remind you that right 
where you are now you have the opportunity 
and the time to enlist in the mightiest and most 
far-reaching service of your life. 

Let me tell you what some shut-ins have dis- 
covered. 


A pastor called on one of his members who 
had to retire from active life because of illness. 
“What am I going to do?” she asked, “I’m of 
no use at all now.” “Nonsense,” said her pastor, 
“you are now facing the greatest opportunity 
of your life. Here is the key to a new life,” and 
he handed her a guide to prayer. She con- 
fessed that while in active life she thought she 
was too busy to devote much time to prayer. On 
a later visit the pastor found her room trans- 
formed into a gallery of pictures of missionaries, 
and by her bed was a world globe with mission 
stations marked. She said, “I am using the key.” 
A world-wide service had opened to her. 
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Another tells how one day while reading her 
Bible she came upon the verse in the Psalm, 
“I called upon the Lord in my distress; the 
Lord answered me, and set me in a large place.” 
Living within four walls was no longer a small 
place, for she could roam the world with God. 
“I talk to Him about the world and all the 
people in it, about the missionaries and churches 
and the coming of His Kingdom.” 


A young woman, paralytic since childhood, 
says, “I don’t really feel like a shut-in; I have 
prayer partners all around the world.” Another 
shut-in spends every Saturday night in prayer 
for her minister and the activities of her local 
church. This undergirding by prayer has helped 
to give great victory to her church. 

This is our invitation to you to join in this 
glorious work for God and with God. Friendly 
visits are being made to shut-ins all over the 
Church enrolling them in Fellowship of Prayer. 
God needs you. You are important to Him and 
to His cause in the world. Here is a thrilling 
opportunity to work with God. Will you ac- 
cept it? 

Prayerfully yours, 


Chairman of Committee on Spiritual Life 





Something Gone Wrong 


Something has gone wrong with our nation, 
or we should not be in our present plight and 
mood. It is not like us to be on the defensive 
and to be fearful. That is new in our history. 
.. . What we lack is a righteous and dynamic 
faith. Without it, all else avails us little. The 
lack cannot be compensated for by politicians, 
however able; or by diplomats, however astute; 
or by scientists, however inventive; or by bombs, 
however powerful. . . . Our greatest need is to 
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regain confidence in our spiritual heritage. . . . 
There is no use having more and louder Voices 
of America unless we have something to say 
that is more persuasive than anything yet said. 
—John Foster Dulles. 





The Greatest Need 


The physical and mental health of our people 
is relatively good, but there is evidence of spirit- 
ual disease .. . 


Laxness of morals in our national government 
in recent years - the hold which organized vice 
has on legislative and social life - dishonesty 
and corruption in various State and local gov- 
ernments. 


The increase in crime in our teen-age popu- 
lation - the evidence of bribery and unethical 
conduct in amateur athletics - the effort made 
by many to cheat on their income tax. 


The mad search for pleasure which causes 
our people to spend four times as much for 
alcoholic beverages as they do for religious and 
welfare activities - the inroads which the doc- 
trine of atheistic Communism is making on 
the thinking of some of our citizens. 


The remedy lies in a change of heart. 


It is my sincere belief that the greatest need 
of our country today - and of our profession - 
is a spiritual rebirth, a return to God and his 
eternal principles. And the rebirth must come 
in the heart of the average citizen - and in the 
average doctor of medicine. 


—Dr. Julian Price, pediatrician of Florence, 
S. S., and member of board of trustees, 
American Medical Association. 


Church News 


Atlanta, Ga. — The Board of Church Ex- 
tension of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., meet- 
ing here November 9 and 10, approved expendi- 
tures of $530,779 for presbytery Home Mission 
work for 1956. This is an increase of $38,522, 
or 7.25%, over the $492,257 appropriated in 
1955 for the support of workers on the field. 





An additional $30,000 was approved for sal- 
aries of Negro ministers, bringing to $560,000 
the amount which will be spent in purely home 
missionary work during the coming year. This 
represents approximately 51% of the Board’s 
total income for the last year. The remainder 
of the Board’s budget goes toward special ef- 
forts in other fields assigned to it by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, including evangelism, radio and 
television, promotion, and Christian relations. 
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The Board heard a report by its treasurer, 
Mr. G. B. Strickler, that receipts of the Board 
are running slightly ahead of a similar period 
in 1954. A total of $557,817 had been received 


‘through October, representing 39.8% of the 


budget, Mr. Strickler said. Receipts at the same 
point last year totaled 38.16% of the budget. 


The Board also heard Mr. Strickler report 
that a total of $1,610,000 has been paid in on 
the $2,226,000 pledged toward the Negro Work 
Campaign, leaving $616,000 in unpaid pledges. 
Of the total received, Stillman College has 
received $833,000; the Board’s Division of Ne- 
gro Work, $776,000. The Negro college of the 
Church, and the extension arm for work among 
the Negroes are sharing equally in the funds 
from the campaign. An advance of $60,000 of 
a $100,000 grant which had been made con- 
tingent upon the Church’s raising $900,000 for 
Stillman, accounts for the difference in the 
funds already made available for use by the 
two agencies. 


Dr. John Alexander, secretary of the Division 
of Radio and Television, also gave the Board 
a premiere showing of “A Surgeon’s Christian 
Witness,” the pilot film in a new TV series of 
testimonies by laymen. Dr. L. Nelson Bell of 
Asheville, N. C., is featured in the first film. 
Both this series, and the “Man to Man” series 
are made in color for either black and white 
or color telecasting. 


Dr. Miller, as executive secretary, was di- 
rected by the Board to prepare for it a reso- 
lution expressing the warm appreciation of the 
Board for the services which Dr. Janie W. 
McGaughey, executive secretary of the Board 
of Women’s Work, has rendered the Church. 
Dr. McGaughey is retiring effective January 10, 
1956. 


Atlanta, Ga. — The moderators of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., and Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and three former moderators of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., were guests at lunch- 
eon November 3, at Covenant Church here, the 
only U.S.A. Presbyterian congregation in this 
area, 


Occasion for the get-together of the five 
church leaders was the one-day visit of Dr. 
Paul Stuart Wright, Portland, Oregon, present 
moderator of the U.S.A. General Assembly. Dr. 
Wright spoke three times in Atlanta - at the 
luncheon honoring the two current moderators, 
at Columbia Theological Seminary in nearby 
Decatur, and at a banquet honoring him at 
Covenant Church that evening. 


All Presbyterian ministers in the area were 
invited to the luncheon at which Dr. Wright, 
and Dr. J. McDowell Richards, moderator of 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and president of 
Columbia Seminary, both spoke. 
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Besides Dr. Wright and Dr. Richards, the 
three former moderators of the Southern Gen- 
eral Assembly who attended the luncheon were 
Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., immediate past mod- 
erator; Dr. James Ross McCain, moderator in 
1951, and Dr. J. B. Green, moderator during 
1946. All three reside in the Atlanta area. 





Atlanta, Ga. — Approximately 140 men from 
90 churches in Atlanta Presbytery held a con- 
ference and rally Saturday afternoon, Novem- 
ber 5, at the Gordon Presbyterian Church, At- 
lanta, and elected Wesley B. Williams, president 
of the Men of the Church in the presbytery. 
Mr, Williams is a member of Columbia Church 
in Decatur, Ga. 


Vice presidents elected were John Barrow, 
West Point Church; Alvin D. Ward, Lakewood 
Church; Harold M. Prescott, Oakhurst Church; 
and Joe W. Jackson, from Conyers Church. 


J. Lamb Johnson, Jr., of Decatur, was elected 
secretary of the group and Rev. Edward Watson, 
Lakewood Church, was named ministerial coun- 
selor. 








Mexico City — A new joint committee on 
Church Extension, made up of representatives 
from the National Presbyterian Church of Mex- 
ico, and the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Mission, 
held its organizational meeting in September. 


Dr. James Harvey Ross, medical missionary 
to Morelia, and head of Sanatoria La Luz, the 
Presbyterian hospital there, was elected presi- 
dent of the committee. The Rev. Daniel Perez, 
National Presbyterian Church minister, was 
elected secretary. 





Red Springs, N. C. — Nine seniors, all resi- 
dents of North Carolina, have been selected to 
appear in the 1955-56 edition of Who’s Who in 
American Unwersities and Colleges, from Flora 
Macdonald College at Red Springs. 


The nine are: Mary Archie Brown of St. 
Pauls; Bonnie Bunn, Rocky Mount; Betty Joe 
Hatcher, Garner; Sallie Anne Munroe, Clark- 
ton; Mary McLean, Raeford; Kittye Oliver, 
Reidsville; Carolyn Robinson, Gastonia; Fran- 
ces Shaw, Lumber Bridge; and Shirley Thorn- 
ton, Reidsville. 


Dr. Price H. Gwynn, dean, conducted the 


tapping service held Friday morning, Novem- 
ber 4. 





Grover, N. C. — Rev. J. Trent Howell, Jr., 
conducted his first service at Shiloh Presbyterian 
Church here, on November 6. He comes from 


Covenant Church in Spartanburg, S$. C. Mr. 
Howell is a graduate of Georgia Tech and Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, and is married 


to the former Miss Martha Ann Board of Pu- 
laski, Va. 


The couple has one son. 
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Southern Pines, N. C. — More than 600 citi- 
zens from Moore County met on November 2 
to hear speakers talk on behalf of Southern 
Pines’ bid for the proposed new Presbyterian 
college in North Carolina. Southern Pines is 
one of 18 communities asking for the school to 
be in their area. 

Dr. Harold Dudley of Raleigh, Executive Sec- 
retary of the North Carolina Synod, and guest 
speaker, said that the proposed college would 
be fully planned in keeping with modern edu- 
cational trends, while at the same time it would 
maintain the best traditions of Christian educa- 
tions of the past. 





Davidson, N. C. — Five Davidson College 
seniors have been named to Phi Beta Kappa, 
highest academic honor offered for undergrad- 
uate college work. The five students, who will 
be initiated into the honorary society early in 
December, are the following: Joe Harvey Gas- 
kin, Albemarle, N. C.; Archie Braswell Joyner, 
Greensboro, N. C.; Thomas Wilson Warlick, 
Newton, N. C.; Patrick D. Miller, Atlanta, Ga.; 
and Richard R. Pyle, Delray Beach, Fla. 





Dunn, N. C. — Miss Flora J. McQueen, 
former missionary, and daughter of the late 
Rev. Martin McQueen and Catherine Roberts 
McQueen, died here at her home November 1. 
She had been in poor health for about a year. 


Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Les- 
lie Tucker, pastor at First Presbyterian Church 
and Rev. C. K. Tafee of Cameron, N. C. The 
funeral was at First Church here and _ burial 
was in Carthage, N. C. 





Red Springs, N. C.— A record number of 
Flora Macdonald alumnae returned to their 
alma mater Saturday, November 5, and heard 
Presbyterian layman Halbert M. Jones, Laurin- 
burg industrialist, speak on a recent statewide 
study of church related colleges. Mr. Jones 
is vice chairman of the board of the proposed 
consolidated Presbyterian College in North 
Carolina, and a member of the Synod’s Commis- 
sicn cn Higher Education. 





Charlotte, N. C. — Rev. Sheldon M. Hutchi- 
son, pastor of McGee Church, near Charlotte, 
has resigned his pastorate here, effective Jan- 
uary 1. Mr. Hutchison, who for ten years has 
been pastor at the McGee Church, made his 
intentions known to church officials at a meet- 
ing on October 27. 





A Resolution 
Kingstree, S. C. 
Whereas, the Men of the Church is a group 
of laymen organized for the purpose of, and 
is successfully promoting the work of the 


Church, and it is desirable that this work be 
continued; 





PAGE 19 











And Whereas, at a recent meeting of a Men 
of the Church group of Harmony Presbytery, 
a speaker, in a very subtle manner, advocated 
integration of the white and negro races in 
our church, which if followed, would violate ' 
the law and contravene the customs and beliefs 
of many members of this organization; 


And Whereas, it is believed that there is a 
group among the leaders of the Presbyterian 
Church who desire to have integration of the 
races in the Church, and it is feared that others 
of that group may be procured to speak, and 
that they will- advocate that policy; 


And Whereas, it is believed that the further 
advocacy of this policy of integration of races 
before meetings of the Presbyterian Men of the 
Church will result in the dissolution of this 
organization with the consequent reduction in 
the work of the Church; 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the men of the Church of Williamsburg 
Presbyterian Church: 

1. That the President of the Men of the 
Church of Harmony Presbytery is requested to 
screen prospective speakers, to insure that mem- 
bers of the “integration clique” do not have 
an opportunity to appear before Men of the 
Church of Harmony Presbytery by: 

(a) Investigating the attitude of prospective 
speakers in reference to integration; 

(b) Consulting with informed Presbyterian 
laymen regarding prospective speakers; 


(c) Consulting with ministers who hold be- 
liefs similar to that held by the majority of 
the Men of the Church of Harmony Presbytery. 


2. That the integration of the races is con- 
trary to the beliefs and customs of the people 
of this area, and that the advocacy thereof is 
detrimental to the successful work of this or- 
ganization. 


3. That a copy of this Resolution be sent to: 


(a) The President of the Men of the Church 
of Harmony Presbytery; 


(b) The President of the Men of the Church 
of every church in Harmony Presbytery. 


(c) The President of the Men of the Church 
of the Synod of South Carolina. 


(d) The Regional Director, Synod of South 
Carolina. 


(e) The Christian Relations Committee. 
(f) The Christian Observer, 

(g) The Presbyterian Outlook. 

(h) The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
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Memphis Presbytery 


Germantown, Tenn. -— The Rev. W. ], 
Boyd, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Dyersburg, Tenn., was elected moderator of 
Memphis Presbytery at the presbytery’s quar. 
terly meeting here on October 26. Mr. Boyd 
succeeds James Jackson, an elder in Second 
Church at Memphis. 


About 150 men, representing some 63 churches 
in western Tennessee, attended the day’s se 
sion. Rev. Donald W. Davidson, pastor of Glen. 
view Church, and Rev. Malcolm B. Koehler, 
who assumed the pastorate of Barton Height 
Church, November 6, were officially received 
into Memphis Presbytery at this meeting. Both 
of these churches are in the city of Memphis. 


Mr. Davidson has come from Sugarland; 
Texas, and succeeds Rev. W. W. Thrower, now 
pastor of Brooks Road Church, Memphis. Mr. 
Davidson is a graduate of Lambuth College and 
Austin Theological Seminary. 


Mr. Koehler, formerly pastor of the Madison, 
Tenn., church, succeeds Rev. Carl C. Philips 
who has accepted a pastorate at Crowley, La 
Mr. Koehler was graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University and McCormick Theological 
Seminary in Chicago. 

Representatives attending the presbytery meet 
ing heard Latham E. Wright, professor in the 
Presbyterian seminary near Lisbon, Portugal, re 
port on the work in that area. The Bible Hou 
was conducted by Rev. James E. Cogswell, mis 
sionary to Japan, and a message of welcome td 
the representatives was presented by the host 
pastor, Rev. Rufus G. Hickey. R. M. Hudson 
of Memphis, gave the report on Home Missions, 
and Rev. O. G. Henry, Jackson, presented the 
Christian Education report. 


Dr. Charles S. Ramsay, pastor of Arlington 
Church, Arlington, Tenn., was named chairman 
of a committee to aid in the organizing of 3 
new Presbyterian church near Dyersburg. 


The next meeting of Memphis Presbytery 
will be held January 31 at Norris) Memorial 
Church in Memphis. 








Brazos Presbytery — Five new churches ¥ 
1955! This is the record achieved by Braz0s 
Presbytery with the organization of two mort 
new congregations the first week of November, 
making three churches organized since October 
1. Three of the new organizations are in the 
Houston area; two outside of Houston. 








Richmond, Va. — The presidents and pu 
lic relations staff members of six Presbyteriat 
institutions of higher education met here 0 
tober 24 for a day-long discussion of publi 
relations problems and _ techniques. 
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Sponsored by the Division of Higher Educa- 
tion of the Board of Christian Education, and 
under the chairmanship of Richard Maxwell, 
assistant to the president of Reynolds Metals 
Company, the workshop was held in Second 
Presbyterian Church educational building. 


Presidents attending were Dr. Ben R. Lacy, 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond; Dr. 
Charles E. S. Kraemer, Assembly’s Training 
§:hool, Richmond; Dr. David K. Allen, Davis 
& Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va.; Dr. Joseph C. 
Robert, Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden- 
S\dney, Va.; Dr. R. T. L. Liston, King College, 
Bristol, Tenn.; and Dr. Charles W. McKenzie, 
Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Va. Dr. Hun- 
ter Blakely, secretary of the Division of Higher 
Education, and Mr. Frank Moore, Virginia 
Synod’s chairman of the Council on Higher 
Education, attended. 


In addition, directors of public relations, di- 
rectors of college development offices, and deans 
of the schools were present. All Presbyterian 
institutions in the Virginia area were invited 
to attend, and all were fully represented. The 
workshop was the first of three or more which 
will be held under the sponsorship of the Di- 
vision of Higher Education, in preparing Pres- 
byterian schools for the year of emphasis on 
Christian Education in 1956. 


Discussions in the workshop dealt with stu- 
dent recruitment, finances, relations with the 
Church, and relations with other institutions 
of higher learning. Ideas were exchanged by 
the schools represented. In addition, special 
guidance was given by public relations men from 
Richmond. Richard Gillis, from the Virginia 
State Chamber of Commerce, and former assist- 
ant to the president of Randolph-Macon Col- 
lege spoke, as did Marchant Wornom, public 
relations vice-president of the First and Mer- 
chants’ National Bank. Mr. Wornom was for- 
merly director of public relations for Sweetbriar 
College. 


The workshop session began at 10:00 a. m., 
and adjourned at 4:00 p. m, The educators 
were guests of Eldon Wilson, executive secretary 
of the Synod of Virginia, at lunch in the Second 
Church dining room. 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 238th 
Stated Meeting in the Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church of Lynchburg, Virginia, on Tuesday, 
October 25, 1955, at 10:00 A. M. There were 
present 50 ministers and 49 Ruling Elders. 


Rev. Peter G. Cosby II was elected Moderator 
and Rev. Howard C. Leming was elected As- 
sistant Clerk for a term of three years. 


Rev. Tom Fry presented a very interesting and 
informative lecture on missions in Mexico. 
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Rev. Louis F. Hoffman was dismissed to West- 
minster Presbytery in order that he may accept 
the call of the Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota, Florida. 


Rev. Dailey D. Downey was granted a letter of 
transfer to Kanawha Presbytery that he may 
accept a call to become the pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Nitro, West Virginia. 


Rev. Philip A. Roberts was received into the 
Presbytery from East Hanover Presbytery and 
arrangements made .to install him as pastor of 
the Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. D. A. McRight was received into the 
Presbytery from Concord Presbytery and _ar- 
rangements made to install him as pastor of 
the Rocky Mount Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Edgar Mayse of the Rivermont Presby- 
terian Church of Lynchburg, Virginia, was re- 
ceived under the care of the Presbytery as a 
candidate for the Ministry of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 


The proposed amendment to the Book of 
Church Order, paragraph 80, page 50 of the 
minutes of the General Assembly was approved. 


Presbytery overtured the General Assembly to 
restore to Statistical Report sheet the column 
entitled “Pastors Salaries.” 


Rev. T. C. Bales was granted “Evangelistic 
Powers” for the period of his service as chaplain 
to the patients at Chesapeake and Ohio Hospital 
of Clifton Forge, Virginia. 


Presbytery ordered the Stated Clerk to pur- 
chase copies of the book entitled, “The Office 
of the Clerk of Session” in sufficient quantity 
that each Clerk of Session may purchase or be 
given one. 


Changes in the “Manual of Presbytery” were 
ordered printed that the manual may be brought 
up to date. 


Presbytery set as the time of its Stated Meet- 
ings the last Tuesdays of the months of January, 
April, July and October unless the General As- 
sembly meets on that date, in which case Pres- 
bytery shall meet on the preceding Tuesday. 


Rev. Edgar A. Woods of the Rivermont Pres- 
byterian Church of Lynchburg, Virginia, was 
nominated to be our next Moderator. 


The time of the next Stated Meeting of Pres- 
bytery (the 239th) was set for January 31, 1956, 
in the Radford Presbyterian Church of Radford, 
Virginia. 

Presbytery planned to raise a fund of $200,000 
to buy lots and aid in building of churches in 
new strategic areas, 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 
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Oak Hill, West Virginia — On October 30th 
at 2:30 p.m., in an impressive ceremony, the 
new sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church 
was dedicated. Valued at $60,000, the beautiful 
brick structure is furnished with walnut pews, 
white pulpit, and rich maroon rug. Dr. W. W. 
Pharr of Mt. Hope was the presiding minister 
at the dedication, and Rev. Robert Ray, former 
pastor under whose leadership the building was 
erected, preached the sermon. Dr. E. S. Ham- 
ilton, Mr. W. H. Level, and Mrs. C. R. Hill, 
Trustees; Dr. W. W. Harrop, Executive Direc- 
tor of Home Missions of the Synod of West 
Virginia and Rev. R. P. Robertson are among 
others who took part in the ceremonies. 


; BOOKS 


Ne) 


PELOUBET’s SELECT Notes FoR 1956. Wilbur 
M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.75. 


Here is the 82nd annual volume of this great 
commentary adapted for use by pastors and 
teachers of all grades and containing the great- 
est wealth of practical help. It is so compiled 
that it can be easily and effectively used. The 
lessons contained quoted illustrations from the 
foremost Bible scholars, lesson plans, suggested 
books for reference, audio-visual material com- 
ments, explanations of the scripture text, and 
illustrations and questions for discussion, It is 
a complete commentary and its usefulness and 
adaptability make it well nigh indispensable 
for Sunday School teaching. 





THE GIsT OF THE Lesson. Originated by R. 
A, Torrey and edited by Ralph G. Turnbull. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. $.75. 

The purpose of this little book is to furnish 
busy men and women, teachers and scholars in 
our Sunday Schools with the text of the Inter- 
national lessons together with suggested com- 
ments on these lessons. This work gives much 
information, but it is also a source of mental 
and spiritual stimulus to the average teacher. 





BookeER T. WAsHINGTON. Samuel R. Spencer, 
Jr. Little, Brown and Co. $3.00. 


This volume is the life story of Booker T. 
Washington. The Negro, he felt, had to prove 
himself gradually to demonstrate tangibly and 
concretely that he was worthy of the blessings 
of liberty. On this principle Booker T. Wash- 
ington founded Tuskegee Institute in 1881. He 
taught the students at Tuskegee a sense of mis- 
sion. He said, “We give you intelligence, skill 
of hand, and strength of mind and heart; and 
we help you in these ways that you in turn may 
help others.” The author of this book is Pro- 
fessor of History and Dean of Students at 
Davidson College. 
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“a 
ad 
THE GIST Ss 


57th Year 
ey MAIMEAR OG Originated by 
for hy.) 


R. A. TORREY 


Thousands of tea- 
chers and preachers 
call Gist a ‘gold mine” 
—the most informative pocket com- 
mentary on the International Sunday 
School Lessons. Concisely presents 
the lesson text, sound exposition, 
numerous Scripture references. 
Edited by Ralph G. Turnbull 75¢ 


a Revell 
Se LCC Oli cation 





He 
“conquered” 
Europe for 

Christ! 


BILLY GRAHAM: 
A MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 


by George Burnham 

Introduction by Billy Graham 
Thrilling behind-the-scenes story of 
Billy Graham’s 1955 crusades in the 
United Kingdom and Europe—the 
man who drew crowds totaling over 
4,000,000, and the messages that won 
over 100,000 converts in five months. 


$2.00 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


a Revell Publication 





FOUNDATION OF AMERICAN FREEDOM. A. Met- 
vyn Davies. Abingdon Press. $3.50. 

Mervyn Davies shows how John Calvin found- 
ed a movement which opened the doors of 
history to liberal democracy and the American 
Constitution. Step by step, he demonstrates 
how the seeming paradox of history took place. 
He introduces us to Calvin himself, his work, 
and his thought, and then traces the early de- 
velopment of Calvinism. We see in this volume 
how our heritage from Calvinism offers a strong 
faith that can undergird our nation in today’s 
crisis as surely as it laid the foundation for our 
freedom. Here, for all who would grasp more 
clearly the American concept of freedom, is 
surer understanding of its basis. The author 
has rendered a fine service in bringing to light 
our neglected debt to Calvin and to Calvinism. 
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GIFT BOOKS 


In keeping with the true spirit of Christmas 


ANGELS IN PINAFORES 


HEAVEN IN MY HAND 
by Alice Lee Humphreys 


All the charm and simplicity of childhood are revealed 
in these volumes which contain fascinating glimpses into 
the lives of six-year-olds. each $2.00 


MOMENTS OF ETERNITY 
by Betty W. Stoffel 


Simple and moving poems about things that mean most 
to everyone. $1.25 


IN TUNE WITH NATURE’S VOICE 
by Elizabeth McE. Shields 


Word pictures in poetry, designed to reveal the work of 
God the Creator, and to indicate some of the ways in 
which His voice is heard. 


WALKS OF JESUS 
by B. Lewis 


Inspirational messages which give us a fresh approach 
to the resources of Christ for our daily living. $1.50 


order from your check copies you want: 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES __Angels in 


Box 6127, Atlanta 5, Ga. Pinafores 
1814 Main St., Dallas 21, Texas 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. —Heaven in 


My Hand 


Name __Moments of 
Eternity — 


__In Tune With 


Nature’s Voice 


[_] charge {_] cash __Walks of Jesus 





Street_ 
City 
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YOU MAY INCREASE 


JOY GUT 


le recipients of Ministerial Relief 
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“THE LIBRARY 


“Tt has meant the difference between mere existence and comfort” 


° “It is my only dependence” 


® “It means so very much to us, in fact, the necessities of life” 
“It will certainly help to lighten my burdens” 


“Ministerial Relief has been a continual blessing to me ever since 
my husband was taken away from his family” 


“It gives me security that I otherwise wouldn’t have in my declining 
days” 


“The checks have certainly been a life-saver through the years.” 





“The increased allowance will solve many problems for me” 
“It means comfort, and relief from financial worry” 


“TI wish I could tell you just how these checks smooth the ways, and 
lift the burdens from my 80-year-old shoulders” 


YOUR JOY GIFT goes to retired or disabled ministers and lay missionaries, and to 
the widows and minor orphans of ministers. These are the people who have little 
or no income, other than the gifts you make. 


They are the servants who, in many cases, first introduced us to Christ. 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF Presbyterian Church U. S. 
341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E. Atlanta 8, Georgia 
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